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no reply.   They hated it.
Smith-Dorrien was always ready to listen to
any suggestions for saving casualties or lessen-
ing the discomforts of his men. He knew what
they were suffering and I believe he favoured
a withdrawal. But that would have spoilt the
map; and the French might have made scorn-
ful remarks. So we hung on to the salient until
the German gas attack in April straightened it
out for us. On May 2 the Commander-in-Chief
wrote:
" It has now become necessary to retire our
forward line. This operation is now in progress
and the new line will have the effect of retiring
the east end of the Salient about 2,500 yards
to the west/'
The II Army said "Thank God no more
Zonnebeke for us/' But the map had to be
corrected and somebody must suffer for that
Smith-Dorrien was sent home.
It was the determination not to yield a foot
of ground that first gave rise to complaints
about the shortage of gun ammunition. Our
men were sitting in ditches, misnamed trenches,
under the fire of artillery which sent over about
half-a-dozen rounds to every one of ours. This
heavy handicap was the subject of discussion
in every billet, and Repington heard about it
wherever he went But he reserved the use of
his information until matters came to a head.
They were brought to a head by the failure of
the offensives undertaken in the early part of